Is Google Stealing Lyrics from Genius Media Group?

We all struggle with music lyrics at times. The "Rocket Man" Elton John's song about. well, "Rocket Man," has a line that stumped people for decades.  The line was, "Rocket Man . . . Burning out his fuel out here alone."  What did people think the lyrics were?
 
"Rocket man, burning up the trees on every lawn."
"Rocket man, turning out his shoes for everyone." 
"Rocket man, burning up the tarp forever more."
 
Don't even think about "Bennie and the Jets." The Eagles' "Hotel California" often had fans singing "cool whip in my hair" instead of "cool wind."  Enter Genius Media Group.  A small online firm, the company went through the tedious work of posting the correct lyrics on songs from the 70s, such as England Dan and John Ford Coley, to Led Zeppelin's "Black Dog." You can read more delightful examples of mixed-up lyric problems here.  Hat-tip to the Post-Gazette Magazine for its delightful explanation of lyrics issues, and the whys and hows. 
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Wisely, the small firm  Genius inserted its posted lyrics with patterns and formatting that permitted it to determine when another site was simply copying and pasting its efforts onto their sites.  Enter Alphabet Inc. and Google.  The companies began its own website for difficult lyrics in 2016.  Genius notified Google, beginning in April 2017,  that it should stop using the Genius site as a resource and warned that such use was a violation of the terms of use of Genius.com. Genius.com continued to warn Google, presenting it with what appears to be incontrovertible evidence that Google had "lifted" more than 100 songs from Genius.com. Google has denied it.  But once a Genius software engineer noticed that Goggle's words to "Panda," (artist Designer), the company felt the violations were clear.  The lyrics Genius posted were different from all other sites because the company had gone to a great deal of effort to discern the lyrics to a difficult-to-understand performance. 
 
However, after the Wall Street Journal published a piece explaining how one could tell from the embedding that the lyrics were from Genius, Google indicated that it was conducting an investigation. Robert McMillan, "Site Accuses Google of Lifting Lyrics,"  Wall Street Journal, June 17, 2019, p. B1.  There are things as simple as whether the apostrophes are straight or curved, and Genius varies them through each of its lyrics so that it can detect the pattern when lyrics show up on other sites. 
 
 
The result of the Google efforts is that 62% of those who search for lyrics ever get past the Google site, which means that Genius's business is suffering. The activities of Google in this area will probably make their way into the ongoing congressional hearings on the anticompetitive activities of the large tech firms such as Google and Facebook.
 
Genius does not hold the copyright to the actual lyrics of the songs, but it is entitled to protections for any additional work that has been done in compiling a data base that others are not free to use.  As Genius has noted, their action against Google is for violation of the terms of use of its site, a contract dispute as opposed to an intellectual property dispute. 
 
DISCUSSION STARTERS
Explain how Genius is so certain Google is using its site as a resource.
Discuss the legal grounds Genius might or might not pursue and why.
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Ball of Confusion Lyrics

People movin' out, people movin' in - why
Because of the colour of their skin
Run, run, run but you sure can't hide

An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth
Vote for me and I'll set you free
Rap on brother - rap on




